1st Grade Social Studies 
Blended Learning Course (Online and Face-to-Face)

Course: 1st Grade Social Studies
 
Instructor: 
Mrs. Sherry Graham 
Sherry.graham@cobbk12.org
Sherrydgraham@gmail.com  
(770) 222-3746 (School Phone)
(678)749-6362 (Emergency Contact Number)
7 am – 3 pm 

Office Hours: 
I will be available in the virtual classroom to answer questions during the following days/times: 
Tuesday/Thursday – 7:00 – 8:00 pm EST 

Required Texts: This course does not require any textbooks.

Communication: Communication is a vital part of online learning. There are two primary forms of communication. 
1. Email – Email is my preferred method of communication. I check my email every day during the morning, afternoon, and night. I expect that students/parents check their email daily as well. I will reply to emails within 24 hours of the time they are sent. If multiple students have similar questions or concerns, I will send out a group reply.  
2. Phone – Please free to call with questions, but please be respectful of the hours listed. During office hours, you can call the school to reach me and leave a detailed message with the secretary. If you have an emergency, you can call the emergency contact number. If I do not answer, please leave a detailed voicemail message and I will return your call. You can expect a phone response from me within 24 hours. 

Course Description: 
This course is designed to cover the 2nd Quarter of school with Social Studies Instruction. During this course, students will explore the world around them, learning about places and features of the earth through the use of online resources in an integrated manner. Students will have their knowledge enriched about location and features of continents, oceans and landforms through educational videos, games, and activities. They will participate in practice/application activities and assessments. Learners will be given opportunities to critically analyze and think about relevant first grade content. The purpose of this course is to provide students with the opportunity to collaborate and learn Social Studies standards in a virtual and face-to-face environment. This course is the first building block to a series of blended Social Studies courses throughout the scholastic year.

Learning Outcomes:
This course is correlated to the following Common Core Georgia Performance Standards (CCGPS). 

Social Studies: The students will use maps and globes to identify places and features of the earth. 

SS1G1 Describe the cultural and geographic systems associated with the historical figures in SS1H1a.*

SS1G2 Identify and locate his/her city, county, state, nation, and continent on a simple map or a globe.

* During the course students will participate in studying the following historical figures noted in SS1H1a: Benjamin Franklin, Thomas Jefferson, Meriwether Lewis and William Clark. 

Reading: The students will ask and answer questions as well as identify the main topic and retell key details in a text. They will also use illustrations and details in a text to describe key ideas.

ELACC1RI1: Ask and answer questions about key details in a text.

ELACC1RI2: Identify the main topic and retell key details of a text.

ELACC1RI7: Use illustrations and details in a text to describe its key ideas.

Writing: The students will write informational and narrative text about topics and gather information to answer questions. 

ELACC1W2: Write informative/ explanatory texts in which they name a topic, supply some facts about the topic, and provide some sense of closure.

ELACC1W3: Write narratives in which they recount two or more appropriately sequenced events, include some details regarding what happened, use temporal words to signal event order, and provide some sense of closure.

ELACC1W8: With guidance and support from adults, recall information from experiences or gather information from provided sources to answer a question.

Speaking and Listening: The students will collaborate with diverse individuals in small and larger groups as well as describe people, places, things, and events clearly.

ELACC1SL1: Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 1 topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups.

ELACC1SL4: Describe people, places, things, and events with relevant details, expressing ideas and feelings clearly. 

Technology/ NETS-S: The students will use digital media to communicate white using digital tools to critically think and gather, evaluate, and use information. They will comprehend and applies first grade concepts and skills related to technology 

NETS-S 2. Communication and Collaboration: Use digital media and environments to communicate and work collaboratively, including at a distance, to support individual learning and contribute to the learning of others.
a. Interact, collaborate, and publish with peers, experts, or others employing a variety of digital environments and media

NETS-S 3. Research and Information Fluency: Apply digital tools to gather, evaluate, and use information.
a. Plan strategies to guide inquiry
b. Locate, organize, analyze, evaluate, synthesize, and ethically use information from a variety of sources and media
c. Evaluate and select information sources and digital tools based on the appropriateness to specific tasks
d. Process data and report results

A link to the complete set of Common Core and Georgia Performance Standards for this course can be found in the Course Information tab. If you would like more information on the CCGPS, please visit the GaDOE website at: https://www.georgiastandards.org/Common-Core/Pages/default.aspx. For more information about the NETS-S Standards, please visit the ISTE NET-S Standards for Students at: http://www.iste.org/standards/nets-for-students. 

Course Schedule: 
This course is scheduled to begin Wednesday, August 7 and will conclude Friday, December 20. The course schedule runs from Monday to Friday. Please take note that all weekly assignments will be due each Friday at 5:00 pm.
The following topics will be covered in this course: 
· Weeks 1-2: Exploring landforms in “Our Country”
· Week 3: Creating/applying information on our landforms in our country
· Weeks 4-5: Describing, identifying, and locating cities, countries states, nations, and continents
· Week 6: Exploring the Oceans in “Our World”
· Week 7: Exploring the Continents in “Our World”
· Weeks 8-10: Describing the cultural and geographic systems associated with the historical figure: Benjamin Franklin
· Weeks 11-13: Evaluating and describing the cultural and geographic systems associated with the historical figure: Thomas Jefferson
· Weeks 14-16: Evaluating and describing the cultural and geographic systems associated with the historical figure: Meriweather Lewis and William Clark
· Weeks 17-18 – Describing, identifying, and locating cities, countries states, nations, and continents	

Class Participation: 
The same expectations that occur in a traditional classroom course apply in the online components of a blended course. During the semester, students are expected to log on the course platform and work on assignments in the course at least 2 times a week, dispersed throughout the week, for approximately 1-2 hours a week. 

Class participation is measured by contributions made through communication and collaboration. This occurs in discussion forums, emails, and submission of assignments, projects, reflections, and assessments. Participation will be considered when determining grades. Each time you enter the course, activity and participation will be monitored as well as recorded.

Late Work Policy: 
This course requires work to be done in a timely manner. There will be weekly due dates and I expect assignments to be completed by the time and date set. Assignments are due by Friday at 5:00 PM on the day listed. For each week day an assignment is late, 10% of its grade will be deducted. Work turned in at 5:01 PM Friday or later will be considered late and lose 10%. Beginning Tuesday at 12:01 AM, late work from the previous week that is turned in will lose 25%. After 4 school days, a grade of 0 will be given. Please be aware of the pacing guide and due dates for all assignments – extensions will not be granted.

You are encouraged to work ahead as it fits your schedule, but note that points are deducted for late work. If there is some reason why you do not think you will be able to complete an assignment within the time frame indicated, please contact me as soon as possible by phone or email so we can discuss the situation. 

Grading Policy & Assessments: 
All assignments will be graded using the following scale: 
· 3+ = 100 % Accuracy
· 3 = 85-99% Accuracy
· 2 = 60-84% Accuracy
· 1 = 59% Accuracy and below

Grades will be determined based on the following weighted system below:

	Category
	Percentage

	Reflections/Assignments 
	40%

	Discussions 
	10%

	Projects (Noted in Course) 
	50%



Assignments, discussions, and projects will be graded within one week of submission.

Conduct & Academic Honesty: 
Students are required to complete their own individual work. As with other areas of academics, parents/guardians may help with explanations and clarification but students must complete their own assignments. 

Cheating and plagiarism are taken seriously and academic honesty is important. Cheating and plagiarism include having someone complete work for you as well as copying someone else’s work. By doing your own classwork, you can ensure that it is authentic.

If a student is suspected of cheating or plagiarizing, they will meet with the teacher and school administrator where an appropriate consequence will be administered. This can result in the student receiving a failing grade in the course. The assignments in this course are designed so that academic honesty can be upheld. For example, we will have randomized assessments, project-based assignments and time limits to ensure academic honesty. 

Acceptable Use Policy: 
Please be aware Acceptable Use Policy (AUP) when participating in this course as well as when online components are associated with other courses. Students who do not demonstrate acceptable use when using the internet will meet with the teacher and school administrator where an appropriate consequence will be administered. This can result in the student receiving a failing grade in the course. Please read and refer to the Cobb County School District’s AUP.

Student Right to Privacy: 
FERPA regulations regarding student information will be used during the online course. Any information from students’ records will not be disclosed without release from the appropriate parties. Please visit: http://www2.ed.gov/policy/gen/guid/fpco/ferpa/students.html if you have any questions relating FERPA and student privacy. 

Online Communication Guidelines: 
Please be mindful in the way in which you communicate with classmates. See the online communication guide attached to the syllabus the expectations for appropriate behavior when communicating online. 

Technology Requirements:
You will need regular access to a computer and Internet service. See the specific technical requirements below obtained from Cobb Virtual Academy (2013). http://www.cobbk12.org/cobbvirtualacademy/support/technical_requirements.html .

	Component
	Required
	Recommended

	Operating System
	PC – Windows XP, Vista, or 7*
MAC – OS 10.5 - 10.7

Mobile devices are not supported
	PC – Win XP - 7 (32-Bit)
 

	Internet Speed
	56K modem with Internet Access
	Cable or DSL

	Component
	Required

	Word Processor
	Microsoft Word or compatible (OpenOffice is a free alternative to MS Word)

	Browser
	PC - Firefox (Final Release Channel)*, Internet Explorer 9, IE 8, Chrome (Stable Channel) 
Mac - Firefox (Final Release Channel)*, Safari 4.0 - 5.1, Chrome (Stable Channel)
*Preferred

	Email Address
	The email account must accept attachments and blind copied emails.

	 
 
Software (free downloads)
	Latest version of the Java JRE plug-in (very important so that everything in the system works properly!)
Microsoft Office Viewers (for viewing and printing Word, PowerPoint, Excel, and Visio files)
Adobe Acrobat Reader (for viewing and printing PDF files)
Flash Player (for viewing animations or using interactive content)
QuickTime (for viewing QuickTime video)
Shockwave Player (for viewing animations or using interactive content)
Windows Media Player (for viewing streaming video or listening to streaming audio clips)
Windows Media Player Plugin for Firefox (for vieweing WMV files in firefox)
Flip4Mac (for viewing windows media files on your mac)
Real Player (for viewing streaming video or listening to streaming audio clips)

	  
Peripherals
	Wimba Classroom and Voice Tools require students to have an inexpensive headset with microphone (approx $15).  During the student tutorial, students will complete a wizard that checks their computer for all the components needed to participate in Wimba Classroom and use Voice Tools. 



Parents and students, please check to make sure you have all technological requirements at the beginning of the course. If you do not then you should find a way to get them or talk with me so that we can devise a plan that will work for you. 

Technology Support:
If you are unable to access the course information for this course, please contact me. Do not wait to indicate that you are having technological issues. Please notify me in a timely manner. Also make sure that you have a backup plan in place in case your technology is not working for some reason. Examples of this can be a friend/neighbor’s house, public library, school library (if available). When taking an online class it is necessary to have the tools you need, but excuses and failure to have a backup plan could result in a lower course grade if you are not trying to resolve the problems and/or have not notified me of your situation. 
Copyright Statement: 
All rights reserved. This written material along with the materials and sites within course itself has been created with permissions approved. For approved permission of the use of this information, please contact sherry.graham@cobbk12.org. Otherwise, inappropriately obtained material or use will be considered a copyright violation.

ADA Statement: 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Accommodations applicable to an online environment will be provided in this course for students with a current IEP or 504 Plan. To implement the modification, please provide me with copy of the student’s Accommodations page (must include both Supportive Aids and Services and Assessment Participation). When the information is received, it will be reviewed and I will make modifications as appropriate. To find out more about Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) please visit Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA): http://idea.ed.gov/ . You can find information about 504 plans at the following link: http://www.ncld.org/disability-advocacy/learn-ld-laws/adaaa-section-504/section-504-idea-comparison-chart. 
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